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Mr Dan A. Rassier 
29748 Yist Ave 
Saint Joseph, MN 56374-9606 


Dear Mr. Rassier: 

People often ask me “What can I do to help in the fight against crime and to make my family 
safer?” One of the best ways is to be involved in your community. Additionally, you can help 
make our community safer if you become an Honorary Member of the Minnesota Sheriffs’ 
Association (MSA). Before you read any further, if your telephone rings while you are reading 
this letter, I assure you it won’t be us calling. We NEVER ask anyone to join our Honorary 
Membership program by telephone! 


Please let me tell you about the Minnesota Sheriffs’ Association (MSA). We are a non-profit 
organization supported by memberships and donations. The Association was formed in 1885 and is 
one of the oldest public safety associations in the United States. We are proud to boast 100% 
membership of all 87 Minnesota Sheriffs as well as thousands of honorary members. A few 
examples of Association involvement and initiatives include scholarships for law enforcement 
students, participation with Sheriff's Youth Programs, supporting the national “TRIAD” program 
which is a partnership between seniors and law enforcement, and training law enforcement and 
emergency personnel on a wide variety of law enforcement topics including anti-terrorism and 


homeland security. 


Our mission is to provide training, education, and resources for Minnesota Sheriffs and their 
staff, and to provide a strong statewide and national voice in public safety issues. Sheriffs have 
access to resources and information during times of emergency or natural disaster, in part 
because of the work of the Minnesota Sheriffs’ Association. 


Unfortunately, tax dollars only go so far and budgets are tighter than ever. Thanks to the 
active support of citizens like you, the Minnesota Sheriffs’ Association is able to step in where tax 
dollars end, and help provide these critically needed services for our Minnesota Sheriffs. 
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Our mussion 1s to provide training, education, and resources for Minnesota Sherills and the 
staff, and to provide a strong statewide and national voice in public safety issues. Sheriffs have 
access to resources and information during times Of emergency or natural disaster in part 
because of the work of the Minnesota Sheriffs'Association. — 


Unfortunately, tax dollars only go so far and budgets are tighter than ever. Thanks to the 
active support of citizens like you. the Minnesota Sheriffs’ Association is able to step in where tax 
dollars end, and help provide these critically needed services for our Minnesota Sheriffs 

We realize how difficult these economic times are for everyone, but please do us the honor of 
becoming an Honorary Member of our association. Any donation helps support our efforts. In 
return for your tax-deductible membership, you will receive an MSA membership card and emblem 
proudly declaring you are an Honorary Member. Also, you will receive copies of the Minnesota 
Sheriffs’ Association educational publication with articles often relating to YOUR SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE and other state and national public safety agencies. 


YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND BE A PART OF A RICH TRADITION. 
Become a partner with the Minnesota Sheriffs’ Association. We ask for your 
support in our efforts to make Minnesota, and your community, a safer place to 
live and raise our families. 








We respect 
your privacy 
and DO NOT 
sell, rent or 
exchange our 
membership list or solicit 
by phone... this is the 
ONLY notice of this offer 


you will receive! 
Sheriff John L. Sanner Wf VES I want to be an Honorary 
Minnesota Sheriffs’ Association Member for 2009! 


1951 Woodlane Drive, #200 
Woodbury, MN 55125 My dues entitle me to: Aten, 
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Sincerely, 


Soke x. pod 


John L. Sanner, Sheriff, Stearns County 
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| MEMBER 2009 
_] Enclosed are my dues in the 


amount of: 


Mr. Dan A. Rassier $25.00 


29748 91st Ave $50.00 (Choose one) 
Saint Joseph, MN 56374-9606 


$75.00 
PdaDesUMennnUDaDanadadssUDadessb dest Noneclbenedoctbantenndall Other 





NOTE: If your name or address is not correct above 


please indicate changes so we may bi 


! . y Dring Our records up-to-date. Please allow approximately 6-8 weeks for processing your 
membership. Please make check payable to the MINNESOTA SHERIFFS'ASSOCIATION ( ontnibutions are tax deductible under Section 501 (C3) of the Internal Revenue Code 
} OF this Campaign are paid by the Minnesota Sheriffs’ Association. 
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www.thenewsleaders.com 


Volume 18, Issue 26 


Office to close 


for extended holiday 

The early deadline for the 
July 6 edition of the News- 
leader is Friday, June 29. 

The Newsleader office 
will be closed from July 4-6 
So the staff can enjoy an ex- 
tended holiday vacation. 

However, there will stil] 
be a newspaper delivered 
Friday, July 6 to all of our 
- readers. 


The office will open 


again Monday, July 9. We 
apologize for any incon- 
viences the office closing 
may cause. 


Chamber Open 
set for Aug. 13 


The St. Cloud Area 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Clearwire will host the 61st 


By Ralph Bell 
ralphb@thenewsleaders.com 


All of us know lucky people 
— those who reap good fortune, 
sometimes in spite of themselves. 
But in many cases, luck is more 
than just being in the right place 
at the right time. It’s also about 
courage, of making the most of an 
occasion and letting the chips fall 
where they may. 

In our neck of the woods, no 
one embodies better what can hap- 
pen when preparation and courage 
meet opportunity than renowned 
rock ‘n’ roller, Bobby Vee. 

Born into a musical family in 
Fargo, N.D.., Bobby saved enough 
money from his paper route to 
buy a $30 guitar, hoping to join 
his brother Bill’s garage band, the 
Shadows. 

“You’re too young,” was the 
reply. 

Not too young, however, to 
know each and every lyric to each 
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Bobby Vee: ‘Don’t let your dreams go’ 
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plain-text results Page 5 of 6 


2081 Larissa Musgrave 
2895 Greg Stompro 
3718 Jane Boerboom 
3474 Mitchell Rumple 
2336 Jerry Downs 

3828 Peter Frisch 
2257 Kevin Robson 
3029 Greg Bond 

2181 Alan Rickel 

2024 Robert Bauer-Olson 
2431 Kristopher Thoele 
2561 Dean Carlson 
3301 Alan Bain 

3312 Chris Davison 
2548 Chuck Johnson 
3491 Andrea Spooner 
2004 Matthew DeRosier 
2664 Robert Blankley II 
2898 Tom Hoffman 

2393 Peter Graber 
3562 Lois Baker 

2699 Mary Goetz 

2388 Rachel Asleson 
3711 Pamela Dahl 

2915 Colleen Heimstead 
2225 Beth Olson 

3808 Josh Brosz 

3082 Stan Kruger 

3887 Mary Albrecht 
3466 Myron Jacobson 
3280 Roger Kotchian 
3045 Jeromy Johnson 
3494 Tjaden Sinclai: 
3758 Kari Cawley 

2085 Tara DuBord 

263/ Dale Harsh 

3525 Kristina Anderso 
2419 Lori Olson 

2532 Joshua Simmers 
2288 Jeremy Kasperson 
3/42 Ingrid Rhinehart 
$929 Susan Ruud 

3630 Wylene Vanguilde: 
3211 Jessica Olsor 
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In some respects, it just doesnt 
“eM possible that Feb. 17 marks 
the 29th birthday Of Jacob Wet- 
terling. 
For many of us, Jacob’s smiling 
face will] forever be rozen in time 
#/ as the YOUN, innocent Minnesota 
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When he firse entered Palmers 
College of ( hiropractic in Daven 
port lowa more than three decades 
40, none of Jerry Wetterling’s 
family had ever been to a chiro- 
Practor before \ hat’s’ more the 
Mankato State College graduate 
knew very little about the field 
himself. But this he did know — af. 
ter his first “adjustment” the for- 
mer math teacher and coach was 
compelled to learn more about 
he Science, art and philosophy 
Of what would become his life’s 
Profession. 

“I was going to be a math 
teacher and Coach,” Wetterling 
said. “And I did teach junior high 
math in Arlington, Va. for one 

m Year. But after Working part-time 
7 ina natural-health- food Store, and 
fora non-profit (the National Jog- 
We ging Association) that promoted 
a) preventive medicine through car- 
diovascular exercise, I ‘became 
more and more interested in all 
¥ aspects of natura] health.” 

During his last year of schoo] 
at Palmer College (where Chiro 
practic first began in 1895) Wert 
ferling and his Wife, Patty. began 
thinking about Where to start a 
Practice, settle down and rais, ‘ 

family 
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While in the process Of buying 
and remodeling his long-time |o- 
Sation at 103 XN College Ave., the 
new ly titled Dr. Wetterling Opened 
a temporary Office in mid-Decem- 
ber, 1976 in a small room adjoin- 
ing St. Joseph’s recently razed 
downtown laundromat A couple 
Of weeks later he was greeted by 
4 cold stretch he still remembers 
to this day. 

That Was a very cold January 
of 1977.» Wetterling said. “TI think 
it was eight or nine Straight days 
Where it never 8ot above zero. The 
heat was not very efficient in that 
office. And I remember one of my 
first patients Calling me the ‘Elec- 
trolux Man’ because he Claimed 


my hands Sucked the heat right off 


his back.” 
Wetterling Said his business 
began to STOW quickly once hic 
Office and Upstairs living quarters 
Were Completed then even more 


SO after he Opened a Satellite office 


In Albany jn February of 1980. 
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Services has Changed immensely 
since his arrival. At the time he 
and his wife, Patty, moved to St. 
Joseph seven Chiropractors could 
be found in the telephone book. 
Now more than 50 Practitioners 
serve the area. 

“I chuckle now,” Wetterling 
Said, “because today you can find 
medical doctors and chiropractors 
working hand in hand. When | first 
~aene tO St. Joe, | couldn l order a 
[CSt Over at the St loseph Med 
Cal Clinic bee “Use al the time the 


Shi int) Henton Medical SOoctrery 


ist : Llane 


iv 








Some get renewed scrutiny in Wettorting case 


learns County Sheri § Vice 


ine Peri wed EaQghaal y Was prompted ty d 
motorist who came forward last fall and told 
authorities that he had driven past the ab 
duction scene on the night of the kidnapping 
after hearing reports of it on a police scannet. 
Investigators now think that tire tracks found at 
the abduction scene may have been left by the 
curious motorist, not the kidnapper. 

“This does not completely eliminate the pos- _ qe 
sibility that a vehicle was used, although in light ol the new infor- 
mation that possibility has diminished,” the Sheriff’s Office said. 
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Family marks 
missing boys 


30th birthday 


: , 
,LIOI 


could spur safety Cory 


S| FOSEPH Today 
ob Wetteriing > 
20th birthday, and his family 
says they will spend the day to- 


gether to honor him - 


marks Jat 


yust as 
they have every year since his 
abduction at gunpoint on Oct. 
92,1989. 

Wetterling, a sixth-grader at 
St. Cloud’s North J unior High 
School, was 11 years old when 
he was abducted near St. Jo- 
seph more than 18 years ago. 
The case remains open, no at 
rests have been made. 

His mother, Patty Wetter- 
ling, said today will be a tough 
day. 

She says the family will say 
some prayers and she hopes 
families will use the weekend 


as an opportunity to talk to 


their own children about being 


abduction 
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Wetterling 


from a now-defunct St. Joseph 
convenience store after pick- 
ing up a movie and snack. 

A masked man with a gun 
stopped the boys along a grav- 
el road. 

The gunman took Jacob 
after ordering the boys into 
a ditch, asking their ages and 
ordering the other two boys to 
run away. 

In the weeks following the 
crime, the community fielde 
thousands of volunteers to 
search for Jacob. 

The case has had a long- 
term impact in Central Min- 
nesota and beyond. 

The Jacob Wetterling Foun- 
dation, dedicated to educat- 
ing families and commun}- 
ties about preven 
exploitatio! 


ting the 
, of children, was 
founded in his name 
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if you have information about 
the disappearance of Jacob 
Wetterling, call Tri-County 
Crime Stoppers at 255-1301 or 
go to www.tricountycrimestop- 
pers.org. 
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15 bridge that spans the 
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Sartell and Sauk Rapids Is 
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et Richard Sennott/Star Tribune 
Foundation in St. Joseph, Minn., Patty Wetterling spoke Wednesday about new information in her 
tudent Dru Sjodin is on the foundation’s door, behind Wetterling. 


in front of the Jacob Wetterling 
e. A poster of missing college s 


= A renewed plea to find Jacob 





because of tire tracks found 
investigators working the case. 


| By Jill Burcum 
and Richard Meryhew 


Star Tribune Staff Writers 


ST. JOSEPH, MINN — After 
more than 14 years of frustra- 
tion, Patty Wetterling reacted 
with caution and weary opti- 
mism Wednesday to a new de- 
velopment in the abduction of 
her 11-year-old son Jacob. 

— Wetterling and her husband, 
& Jerry, met with Stearns County 
S cheriff John Sanner for about 
an hour at the office of the 
foundation named for Jac ob, 
who was abducted near thei 
home in 1989 
She said the latest develop 
ment suggests that someones 


living near the abduction 
: 


rook Jacob, giving less crear 
to previou rmegries ft 


one in a car had 


hirn 


much pressure’ to a local man 
who has been interviewed by 
investigators. 

The Wetterling abduction, 
which occurred Oct. 22, 1989, 
on a quiet rural road, became 
a national cause. Jacob, his 
brother Trevor, 10, and his best 
friend, Aaron Larson, II, took 
off from the Wetterlings house 
to pick up a video at a lom 
Thumb, about a mile away. |wo 
of the boys were on bike the 
third rook a scoote! 

They returned oO 


township road site 
1 ,? 


1] ; 
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al maovic 


wore 





near the scene. 
However, the track may have 


been left by a curious motorist, 
who drove by the scene after 
hearing reports of the kidnap- 
ping on a police scannel That 
motorist came forward last fall 
after a casual conversation with 





someone in law enforcement 
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She said she and her hus- 
have not had time to 


fully digest the developments, 
because the family has been 
dealing with the recent death 
of her siste! 
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Globetrotters’ 
opponents know why 
they re here: To lose 
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extubition at SJU 
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CULLEGEVILLE 

Dean Martin 
Jerry Lewis and Sonny 
with Cher, Shawn Faust 
and his teammates on the 
New York Nationals know 
their role is to serve as 
Straight men for the 
Harlem Globetrotters. 

¢ Faust doesn't mind being 

a the butt of the joke. Nor 

9 does he mind always com- 


Like with 


ing up on the short end of 


~ the final score. He knows 
« that without the Nationals, 
; the Globetrotters’ act just 
2 wouldn’t be the same. 
“We try to play them 
competitive a lot of the 
time, but we want it to be 
a fun show,” said Faust, 
whose team pleased a ca- 
pacity crowd of more than 
2,900 Friday night at 
Warner Palaestra’s Sexton 
Arena by once again falling 
for the Globetrotters’ 
pranks, looking on as they 


fi Ue ee 


> Pro basketball 


nience members 
he stands and final- 
y losing /1-5! 

We try to roll with 
things a lot of the time,” 
Faust said. “We want to 
make it look good.” 

Despite the way it might 
appear, the Nationals are 
not basketball novices. Faust 
was a regular contributor 
the past two seasons at the 
University of West Florida 
before hooking on with the 
Nationals after attending a 
camp in Orlando. 

“It's been a great way to 
see a lot of different places 
and to play for a lot of dif- 
ferent people,” Faust said. 
“We all have a lot of fun 
out there.” 

The Nationals replaced 
the Washington Generals, 
who closed their camp for 
good in 1995, as the Glo 
betrotters’ primary on 
court foils. Though they 
play each other in more 
than 100 “exhibitions” pe: 


year, members of the two 


teams travel separately, 


“Everybody thinks it 


Times photo by Adam Masloski, amasloski@stcloudtimes.com 
Shawn Faust of the New York Nationals runs around in 
circles trying to get the ball from the Globetrotters’ 
Curley “Boo” Johnson on Friday at Collegeville. 


fake, fake, fake, but we do 
go at them hard on almost 
every possession,’ said Neil 
King, who is on his second 
tour with the Nationals and 
played college basketball at 
C.W. Post (N.Y.). “It’s more 
competitive than people 
might know. But in the 
end, we basically do this for 
the kids. We want to send 


them home happy That's 


what we're all out there fo) 


rans in attendance Fy 


day seemed satisfied 
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“I always wanted to see the 


Globetrotters when I was a 
kid, so he’s getting the 
chance to live out one of 
my childhood wishes.” 

Joe Pennington of St. 
Cloud brought his wife and 
two daughters to watch the 


Globetrotters play 
aid 
hold 
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Tips come in after reports on 


said he believed his case 


By Kelly Scott 
kscott @stcloudtimes.com 

Stearns County investiga- 
tors received about two 
dozen tips Friday after me- 
dia reports renewed the 
public's interest in the 1989 
abduction of Jacob Wetter- 
ling. 

Sheriff John Sanner said 
he didn’t know whether any 
of the tips would turn into 
serious information, but his 
investigators planned to 
check them out. 

“Obtaining information 
from the public is a piece 
of what this investigation 
is about,” Sanner said. 


“We'll figure out if the in 


formation fits into the big 
ger puzzle.” 

The tips came 
KARE aired ps 
a two-day se- | #* 
ries about 
possible 
links be- 
tween the 
Wetterling 
case and the 
abduction 
and sexual 
assault of % 
12-year-old Cold Spring 
The Cold Spring case 
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atter 


ee 


John Sanner 


Investigators 
will check 
on tips 


boy. 
happened in January 
about 10 months betore 


Wette ling was taken 
Che Cold Spring viv tim 
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was linked to the Wetter 
ling abduction. Authorities 
had investigated that pos- 
sibility shortly after Wet- 
terling’s disappearance. 
Sanner said that while a 
link is possible, new infor- 
mation uncovered last fall 
made it less likely than be- 
fore. 

That new information 
led investigators to rule 
out the driver of a long 
sought car from the ab 
duction site. The revela 

introduced 
ibility that Wetter 
ittacker was on Toot 


when he natched thi 
4 i+. Gt? Orne 


von 
OS 


ling , 4 


the 


Information 


Anyone with information 
about the Wetterling ab- 
duction or the abduction 
and sexual assault of a 
boy in Cold Spring should 

call the sheriff's depart- 
ment. 

Authorities also en- 
courage people to call if 
they have information 


11-vear-old boy from Ylst 
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st Joseph 
Wetterling 
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just southeast of 


Wetterling 


about unreported child 
abductions or sexual as- 
saults that might have 
happened about the same 
time. 

Call the Stearns County 
Sheriff's Department at 
251-4240 or the Jacob 
Wetterling Foundation at 
363-0470. 
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man disappeared with Wet 
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Police ask people to help in Wette 


Ry Kelly Scott 
County 


he 
Sheriff's Department ts 


Stearns 


sued a statement Wednes 
day urging people to call 
authorities with informa- 
tion about the 1989 ab- 
duction of Jacob Wetter- 
ling. 

The statement came af- 
ter sherift’s officials said 
earlier this week that they 
were refocusing the case. 

A new theory that the 
kidnapper could have been 
on foot and lived near the 
rural St. Joseph abduction 
site has developed. 

New information from 
the driver of a long- 
sought vehicle reportedly 
seen at the abduction site 
allowed investigators to 
rule out the involvement 
of that vehicle in the ab- 
duction. 

Wetterling, 11, was taken 
Oct. 22, 195”, from Uist 
Avenue, southeast of 
St. Joseph, as he rode his 
hike home with his broth 
er and a friend 

A masked gunman 4p 
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Patty Wetterling talks 
the Jacob Wetterling 


% 


Wednesday to the media outside 
Foundation’s office in St. Joseph 


about new information regarding her son, Jacob Wet- 
terling, who was abducted in 1989. 


took Jacob and told the 
other children to run. No 
one has been arrested and 
Jacob has never been 
found. 

Sheriff John Sanner said 
investigators have been re 
examining suspects who 
eouldn't be ruled out earl 


rv He also eaicl the info 


possibility. 

The suspects investigators 
are talking with have been 
identified for years aS po- 
tential suspects, he said. 

The new information 1s 
allowing investigators to To 
eus on a smaller group 0! 


» 
possible suspects, Sanne! 


rling case 
rida, FEGeA ( a OT 


ss How to help 


Anyone with informa: 
tion about Jacob Wetter- 
ling’s abduction should 
call the Stearns County 
Sheriff's Department at 
259-3700, the Jacob Wet- 
terling Foundation at 363- 
0470 or Tri-County Crime 
Stoppers at 255-1301. 


and receive new informa- 
tion, Sanner said. Sanner 
declined Thursday to give 
details of the interviews or 
evidence. 

Sanner encouraged peo- 
ple to think back to the ab- 
duction and let authorities 
know any information that 
could be relevant to the 
case. He urged people to 
call, regardless of how triv- 
‘al the information might 

seer. 

“In most cases, this being 
no exception, public input 
‘< critical,” he said. “Your in 
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nat ia HeCcausc ac cara 
about Ule is \aent and hac W antec 
| to see if he could heip out. ihe 
man said al the time he told an 
officer at the scene he drove there 
out of curiosity but somehow his 
communication wasn't recorded. 
As a result, investigators assumed 
for years that Wetterling was like- 
ly abducted by 4 masked man with 
a handgun in 4 vehicle. 
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lary . 
ne Minnesota,” Sheriff 

John Sanner said. “We still have 

a voung boy missing and parents 

who dont know where he’s at. 

At least 30,000 tips have come 
to investigators. Rarely does a 
week go by when at least a call is- 
n't made on the case, he said. Its 
still active, which is why an in- 
terview with a potential suspect 
more than a week ago wasnt un- 
usual. 

Investigators had long looked 
for a vehicle that matched a tire 
track left near the abduction site 
the night Jacob was kidnapped. 
The driver of that vehicle came 

forward in October, and author- 

ities have ruled him out as a sus- 
pect. 

That new information turned 
the investigation back to the 
start, Patty Wetterling said. No of St. Joe,” said 
one initially reported that acar Mayor Larry 
was involved. Authorities Hosch, who 

searched near and far, still won- was about Ja 
dering about that tire track. cob’s age when 

“With every hour that passed the abduction barry Hosch 
then, we believed that Jacob was happened. ‘Its | part 
being taken farther away, Wet identifying 
terling said. “The investigators Joseph. St. Joseph 

are revisiting the beginning. It» vhere | 

such a limited area. 
Jacob was taken about 9:15 


gunman looked 
terling’s 10-year-old face, then or- 
dered him to run for the nearby 
woods. Don't look back, he told 
the boy, or he'd shoot. The gun- 
man then told 11-year-old Aaron 
Larson to do the same. 

The boys ran, and when they 
turned to look for Jacob, he and 
the gunman were gone. The boys 
continued running home, where 
their baby sitter’s father called 911. 


Community impact 
Reminders of Jacob Wetter- 
ling live everywhere in the 
St. Cloud area. A bridge on Min- 
nesota Highway 15 is named for 
Jacob. Several trees have been 
planted in his 
memory. 
“It’s a big part 
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25-square-mle area A Mir- 
neapolis bloodhound leads offi- 
cers to tire tracks, prompting 
officers to believe that the kid- 
napper had a Car nearby. 

People call in tips to a Tri- 
County Crime Stoppers hotline 
and the sheriff's department is 
flooded with phone calls from 
people offering help. By 1:30 
p.m., “Missing” fliers are dis- 
tributed. Photos are sent to law 
enforcement agencies in a five- 
state area. 

About 4 p.m., at least 75 Col- 
lege of St. Benedict students 
begin a 11/2-mile prayer march 
from the campus to 
Ballroom. Two hours later, 
about 250 people lead a sec- 
ond march. College students 


help distribute fliers. 
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ung to follow up with you to see how your situation regarding the Wetterling 


‘loped. Have you been contacted further by anyone from Stearns ( ounty or the 


State of Minnesota’? | last wrote to you in March and wanted to check back with you to find out 


any assistance or advice at this time. If you have any questions or concerns at all. 


| iree to contact me 
Enclosed are a few more of my business cards for your information. Again, please 
continue to keep any documents, newspaper articles, etc. that you have collected and put them in 


a folder marked "“attorney/client privilege." If you would like to meet to discuss the situation 
further, please let me know or do not hesitate to call. 


Very truly yours, 


RIDER BENNETT, LLP 
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Bruce H. Hanley 
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March |, 2004 


Vir Dame! Kassie 
29 745 Viasat Avenue 
SI roseph, MIN 563/74 


Dear Daniel 
| am enclosing for your information a copy of my resume and some of my business cards. 
Please keep any documents, newspaper articles, etc. that you have collected and put them 


in a folder marked "attorney/client privilege." When we have the opportunity to meet, I will then 
collect those documents from you. 


In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call. 


Very truly yours, 


RIDER BENNETT, LLP 
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ge.” When we have the opportunity to mect, | will then 
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f you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call. 
Very truly yours, 


RIDER BENNETT, LLP 





Bruce H. Hanley 
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\iember Minnesota Socicty fo! Criminal Justice (1990-1993) 
\fember Minnesota Associaton of Criminal Defense Lawyers 
e (Co-organizer with Thomas Kelly) 
President ( 1992-1993); 


Treasurer (1990-1991); 

Vice President (1991-1992); 

Board of Directors (1990-1996). 

d of Directors of the Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights 
Lawyers International Human Rights 


Member Boar 
(1991-1993) (formerly 


Committee). 


e Death Penalty Project Steering C ommittee Member 
Volunteer Lawyer for American Richard Jolly imprisoned in Honduras, Latin 


° 
America on drug charges; indicted in Federal Court in Orlando, Florida 
Recipient 1997 Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights Volunteer Award 


Minnesota 


Member DWI Task Force, University of Minnesota Law School, Chaired by 


Professor Stephen Simon. 
Member Hennepin County Public Defender Conflict’s Panel (1984-1992) 


Member United States Federal Court Public Defender Panel (CJA Panel) 
RR 


Ss hh 
>» “« 
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of Justice (NIJ) National! Medicolegal 


| Death Investigator Guidelines and Training 


Minnesota Association Media Helations ‘Task Force (1996) 


Hennepin County District Court Criminal Justice Task Force (1990-present) 


Minnesota State Bar Association Fair Response Committee (1995-present) 


Member DRI — White Collar Criminal Crime Committee 


Member NISB Bar Association (2002-Presem) 
Member Minnesota Supreme (ourt Rules of Criminal Procedure Committee 


(2004) 
TEACHING/WRITING ACTIVEI IkS 


Adjunct Professor, William Mitchell College of Law, Trial Advocacy Program 


Advanced Trial Advocacy Program (1982 1991) 


St. Paul, Minnesota [rial Ad 


Adjunct Professor Hamline Law School, 
Class (1990) 


Clinical Instructor, Hamline Law School, 5! Paul, Minnesota 


Program (197/4-present) 
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ymlet 1994 National Hoard of Trial Advocacy Criminal Trial 
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saliel bs oni (Jus ticpti fe rial practice and procedure 
Speaker Murder, Mysteries and More’, Mititiesota Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers. Topic: Co-Counsel in Multi Velendant Cases: Vriends or Vows, 


(Jotoher 14, 1994 


9p ake ; vat Annual Visions of bixcellerce Sermitiar’, Vrolessional MAaucation 


Kesource Center, lopic: Dynamic Closing Arguments « the O.J SITIPSON ( AME 
St. Paul Hotel, St. Paul, Minnesota, June 27, 1995 


Speaker - “Ihe Mexican Connection’, Law Offices of Arthur Martinez, Caneun 
Mexico, January 14 gf }99G 


Speaker - “How to Close Your Case: Proven Vinal Arguments’, Minnesota Trial 


Lawyers Association, Minneapolis, Minnesota, Vebruary 10, 1996 


Speaker “VDetonding the High Vrotile Criminal Sex Case’, Minnesota 
Aswxciation of Criminal Detense Lawyers and Southwest Minnesota Criminal 


Detense Har Conterence/Mecting, Mankato, Minnesota, April 11, 1996 


s 444 

WPCAker Iria) Motions/Motions in Limine’”, ABA Criminal Justices 
spring Council Meeting, Sun Valley, Idaho, April 26, 1996 

Speaker “HALE, Vein and f ApitaAl Yuri Wirnent Miri jin 
Human KMights, May 23, 1996 
Speaker ‘Successtul Trial Proot 


Hennepin f OUINY Mar / 


( ourse { Nair, Vir 


‘ 


Minneapolis Vir 


7 
(POT CIITIAM ST 


Vreesent 








: i 


: 
seen WOK 


. _» = 
~*e** &* seer 


“ 
' 
a & ~~. a waSE 


ees RSS 





Val | tte V ordiact June 
Legrand A 


. aoe 


siemals Publisher 


- 
pw 


ss + 
A554 % 


wt \* ashing i) ”«) oy) 


National Guidelines for Death Investigation 


cy 
for Death Scene Investigations, 


National Guidelines 
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HONORS 


Selected as a leading Minnesota Attorney, American Research Corporation, 
taw & Leading Lawyers, 1996. 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001 


lop 100 Lawyers 2001, 2002, 2003 


Nominated and presented with Volunteer Award from the Minnesota 
Advocates for Human Rights, 1997 


Presented with the Distinguished Service Award of the Minnesota 
efense Lawyers at the Annual Meeting/Dinner, 


Association of Criminal D 
February 5, 2000 


American College of Trial Lawyers, October 2002. 


Inducted as Fellow to 
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Mtv mame is Rick Kupchella. | work with KARE Il News 


| stopped by your place last week hoping to speak with you, 


You were gone... and | ended up speaking with your father instead, 


Your father talked about the immense frustration the Wetterling investigation has been on 


vour family... he referred to the degree of attention by the sheriff's department, the 
media... & the general awareness of the community as to what's going on as well, 
sheriff's 

difficulty petting 


He talked about your taking the lie detector test, cooperating with the 
uw & having extreme 


hy several rounds of questionin 


investigators throug 
what itis you are telling them, 


the investigators to believe 
ft is obvious you have been through a lot with this, And it is believable that there's a 
our community that you are the focus of this case, 


good-degree of awareness in y 
What's missing — from a public point-of-view, Dan is your Own Voice, 
With all respect, consider what you could accomplish by talking with us. 


Tell us about all you've done to try & cooperate with this case, 


i 

9 Tell us about the lie detector test, 

3 Tell us about living the life you've lived in the course of the last 12-24 months as 
the obvious focus of this most-high-profile case. 


far more than you've been able 


This would be an opportunity for you to help yourself 


to do — to date. 


9390-1699 Ty. 69 Ww 


Rick Kupchelle 
a ee 





4 ie . appruaci 


7 


gd do u imierview with your own lawyer present, if you wish 


sid understand that 


: 


Pouopic« a 


lhis has already gone-on for a long time, Van 
And there's no indication it will simply go away 


You could do a lot more to help yourself, and your family... by explaining to the public 
not only your own innocence... but what you’ve been living with the for the last couple 


ycars 
| hope you'll take advantage of the opportunity. 


You-can-eall me to talk — off camera if you like — at any time. 


Sincerely, 


ae , 
Rick Kupchella t 
KARE Television 
612.965.9995 
rkupchella@kare|}l.com 
with the hope that 


ps: I am sending a copy of this letter to your home & to your school 
you will be able to get it from at least one of these locations 
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oweph, MN 56374 


| art 


My name is Rick Kupchella. | work with KARE 11 News. 


| stopped by your place last week hoping to speak with you. 


You were gone... and | ended up speaking with your father instead. 

Your father talked about the immense frustration the Wetterling investigation has been on 
your family... he referred to the degree of attention by the sheriff's department, the 
media... & the general awareness of the community as to what’s going on as well. 


He talked about your taking the lie detector test, cooperating with the sheriff's 
mvestigzators through several rounds of questioning & having extreme difficulty getting 


the investigators to believe what it is you are telling them, 
It is obvious you have been through a lot with this. And it is believable that there’s a 


good-degree of awareness in your community that you are the focus of this case. 


What’s missing — from a public point-of-view, Dan — is your own voice. 


With all respect, consider what you could accomplish by talking with us, 


Tell us about all you've done to try & cooperate with this case. 


Tell us about the lie detector test. 
Tell us about living the life you've lived in the course of the last 12-24 months as 


l, 
a 
a 


the obvious focus of this most-high-profile case. 


This would be an opportunity for you to help yourself — far more than you've been able 


to do — to date. 
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Ritk® Kuncheilla 


RAKHI felevision 
Hl? G65 _GODR 


rkupchcila@ kare! l_com 


ps: I am sending a copy of this letter to your home & to your school... with the hope that 
you will be able to get it from at least one of these locations. 


Rick Kupchella 


Anchor Reporter 


Tiw ", ©) Garver 
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St. Joseph VIN 563 /4 


Dear Mr. Rassict 

{l thank you for your July 24, 2004 email, 

You state that the Stearns County Sheriff's Department and the Minnesota Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension have questionable tactics and you request information on who to contact 
about this. You indicate that you tried to discuss your concerns with these agencies, but they 
were not helpful. 

Under Minnesota law, the Attorney General’s Office has limited authority. For instance, 


the legislature delegated the authority to investigate criminal matters to the county sheriff and 
In addition, the legislature delegated the authority to prosecute 


The legislature did not delegate to the Attorney 


municipal police departments. 


criminal matters to the county attorney. 
General’s Office, however, any authority to investigate or prosecute criminal matters, or to 


supervise or intervene in local investigations or prosecutions. As a result, this Office has no 


supervising authority over local law enforcement. Notwithstanding these limitations, I can 
provide the following comments, which I hope you will find helpful. 


First, this Office does not have jurisdiction over the Stearns County Sheriff, who is an 
elected official. Indeed, the legislature has not delegated any authority to this Office to intervene 
or review criminal matters. I recommend that you contact your county commissioner because 
the county commissioners are involved in setting the budget for the shenff's office. These 
elected officials are generally responsive to their electorates. | attach a list of the Stearns County 


(‘ommiussioners. 
Rather. the BCA is 


Second, this Office also does not have jurisdiction over the BCA 
administered by the Department of Public Safety (DPS), of which Michael Campion is the 
Commissioner. The contact information for Commissioner Campion 1s a8 follows 


‘ot ' 


Mirchae! ¢ ampion, Commisst 
Sater. 


Minnesota Department of Pub 
Central Office, Townaequar 

44 ( exile Sires 

Ia Mn 5" 
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ee FFF Viren mriek «ES Thorne aj arn % pilates <j ths thy < ms CoTTICEe™s 


(POST Hoard) fhe POST Hoard has jursdiction to recelys 
offer ara ray areye stivate them Ac ordingly vou may wiall 1) 
behavior by the 


r pomce oth 
7. At estat '| eeeeerts bicnaral 


sft Thora al ;* un“ 
POST Board regarding any unlawful or inappropriate 


POST Board is as follows 


peeve eeetts 


; 
wnpiaint w sity the 


Phe contact information for the 


Neil Melton, bxeculive Director 
POST Board 
1600 University Avenue 
Suite 200 
Si. Paul, MN SS104 
651-644-4060 


| hope this information is helptul to you, 


I thank you again for your email 


Very truly yours, 


pea NEG 


MIKE HATCH 
Attorney General 
State of Minnesota 


benelosure 
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Tron Own Rassecr ~ Gr asneer@notmesr com - 


Sent 
Toe 


Tuesday, July 27, 2004 5:20 PM 
attorney gener abO>rtate mn. us 
dr assier @hotmail. com 


Who do I contact? 


aking the time to help me out here. 
tr would call questionable tactics and possilble incompetence 


eporting what 


in regards to: 
The Stearns Country Sheriff Department 
"BCA" Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension 


used about who I should discuss my concerns with. 


1 with them directly and they would be unable to resolve the 


Both departments were conf 
This is a very serious and true situation and not just a 


Obviously, my concerns dea 


problems they caused and developed. 
jdealistic question. I really do need some guidance. 


Thank you! 
Dan Rassier 


29748 9list Ave 


St. Joseph, MN 56374 


320-363-8427 


drassier@hotmail.com 





Stearns County Board of Commissioners 
Standing (leit-right): Don Otte, Larry Haws, Mark Sakry 
Seated (left-right): Leigh Lenzmeier, Vince Schaefer 


see other Board and Commissioner appointments 


Meet the Stearns County Commissioners 


LARRY HAWS (FIRST DISTRICT) 
555 North 5th Avenue 

St. Cloud, MN 56303 

(320)252-9156 

Term of office expires: 1/1/05 

E-mail: larry. haws@co.stearns.mn.us 


Representing a portion of the City of St. Cloud (Ward I, Precincts 4 and 5; Ward 3, Precincts 1, 2, 3, 
and 5: Ward 4, all Precincts; Ward 5, all Precincts). 


MARK SAKRY (SECOND DISTRICT) 
413 South 10th Avenue 

Waite Park, MN 56387 

(h) (320) 252-5022 (w) (320) 252-7616 
Term of office expires: 1/1/07 

E-mail: mark.sakry@co.stearns.mn.us 
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STEARNS COUNTY SHERIFFS Office 
NPIS MEDTA REL FASE 


rebeuary 276, 7004 


In Oxtomer £005, the Stearns Coury Sheriff's Office received information that led to the Wertification 
of a potential Suspect vefiicie in the abduction of Jacob Wetterling Ihe vehicle had remained 
abduction 


unidentified for approximately 14 VY years and the vehicie’s potential involvement in’ the 
S to believe 


also remained unciear. Since October 2003 continued investigation has led inves tigators 
With this new 


that the vehicie in question, and the driver, were not involved in the abduction. 
information the investigation has refocused to examine potential local suspects that re side, or did 


reside, within a reasonable distance of the abduction site and could have accomplished the abduction 
without a vehicle. This does not completely eliminate the possibility that a vehicle was used although 
In light of the new information that possibility has diminished. Since October potential suspects that 
meet the criteria have and continue to be reexamined by investigators from the Stearns County 
Sheriff's Office working in conjunction with agents from the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension and the FBI. All individuals subjected to this refocused scrutiny have been identified 
for years as potential suspects and have never been satisfactorily cleare 
estigative efforts have been channeled and 
Working within this group of suspects 
additional evidence and received new 


d. 


The immediate advantage of this approach is that the inv 
focused on a much smaller group of potential subjects. 
investigators have conducted recent interviews, gathered 


information. 
This investigation is ongoing and the public is strongly enc Ouraged to call the Jacob Wetterling 
Foundation at #(320) 363-0470 or the Stearns County Sheriff's Office at #( 320) 259-3700 with any 

S of Now trivial tt might 2CETT) In most Cases, this DeING NO exception, publi 


information regardless 


input is critical. Your information could prove to be the missing puzzie piece needed by investigators 


to resolve this case and provide closure for the family and community 
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SraTe OF NIINNESOTA 


m swan? cop THEE ATTIPNEY CPN Al 


~SA.e ATi Vis 
= mt ea & & 


i ti | » for you! e-m ul correspondence dated February 27 and March 12. 2000. 
PPL iA van iV? . 
o give the information you 


concerned that siving the police information may 
that you have been advised by friends and 
You ask for my comments 


. 7 ~~ : 7 ' - - [ 
You state that you are a witness tO 4 crime and “ ould like 
However, you are 
You state 


formation to the police. 


local police. 
you as a suspect. 
give the in 


have to the 
cause them to vie’ 
lawyers giving free advice to not 
on the matter. 

fice has limited authority. For instance, 


aw the Attorney General’s Of mi per? : 
legal advice to private citizens. Notwithstanding this 


s. which I hope will be helpful. 


Under Minnesota | 
it does not have jurisdiction to provide 
limitation, I can provide the following comment 


First, generally people who come forward to give the police information are viewed more 


favorably than those who hide ‘nformation. If you feel that you may in some way already be a 
suspect, giving the police helpful, accurate information may put you in a better light with them. 
However, I cannot give you legal advice on this matter. If you are uncomfortable going to the 
elf, you may wish to hire a lawyer to represent you. It may be possible for the 
police with the information, leaving your name out of it. That is something 


police by yours 
lawyer to go to the 
you should discuss with the lawyer. 


Second, if you do wish to discuss this matter with a private attorney and cannot identify 


an attorney to advise you, the Minnesota State Bar Association's Attormey Referral Service 18 
available on the Internet we clo moot have Imternet BOOOSS, Th I 
gat weour ncarest prurtoli« lilorar’s aoa 


cat ververee’. coeresirectaslaw yer.car ic ww 


be available 


: thank wer ape four waves « ere tre aim eftaha’ tte « 
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